
 

Year 5  

Summer 1 (Full Steam Ahead!) 

Class Text 

‘The Railway Children’ 

By Edith Nesbit 
 

 by 

As writers we will be focussing on exploring and 

writing our own non-chronological reports, based on 

our railways topic, as well as writing and exploring 

classic poetry. Grammatically, we will be continuing 

to focus on starting our sentences with subordinate 

clauses; using commas to avoid ambiguity and 

ensuring our writing has cohesion across all 

paragraphs.  

As readers we will be exploring classic 

railway-based narratives with ‘The Railway 

Children’ and ‘From a Railway Carriage’ by 

Robert Louis Stevenson. We will also 

continue to look at each reading skill in 

detail, specifically inference, summarising, 

vocabulary, predicting and making 

connections. 

As mathematicians we will continue to work on 

fractions and will start to explore decimals and 

percentages. We will be moving on to multiplying 

fractions; convert between fractions, decimals and 

percentages and be able to solve problems involving 

converting between the above. 

As scientists we will be investigating forces including 

gravity, air resistance, water resistance and friction. We will 

also discover about levers, pulleys and gears and the effects 

they have on forces. 
As historians we will be conducting a local history 

study on railways and how these have influenced 

and changed York. We will be exploring the history 

and science of locomotives (linked with our science 

work) as well as the structures and systems that 

keep them in place (linked with our DT). 

As design technologists, we will be learning about 

mechanisms, using cams to create models linking to our 

science and history topics.  

As artists we will be developing our drawing 

skills by practicing and honing our sketching 

techniques and using real and still life to 

draw 3D scenes. 

As 3D modellers we will be exploring the computing software 

‘Sketch-up’ focusing on using the push and pull tool to create 

3D models.  

Links to school values 
Respect – understanding others through our work in RE and partaking in a range of 

Paralympic sports to understand how sports can be played and enjoyed by all. 

Opportunity – to explore and understand our local history and engineering of railways 

as well as learning a range of new sports in PE.  

Ambition – striving to become better engineers and scientists through our work on 

forces and mechanisms across both science and DT.  

Resilience – continuing to work hard with our skills in Art, not giving up if we find 

drawing difficult and continuing our work on editing and improving all of our writing. 

 

Half Term Information 
PE – Tuesday (Indoor) and Thursday (outdoor) 
Please ensure children have full PE kit in school every 
day of the week – both indoor and outdoor kits. 
 

Indoor kit consists of a white t shirt, navy shorts and 
black plimsolls (indoor shoes). Extra outdoor kit consists 
of navy jogging bottoms, a navy sweatshirt and trainers. 

 
EXPERIENCES 

Young Voices – 13th May 
Railway Museum – 26th May  

 

 

As geographers we will be investigating changes in our 

local environment and our country.  We will link this closely 

with history and look at how railways have changed 

landscapes and connections between communities.  

As sports enthusiasts we will be developing our 

badminton skills, learning different grips and types 

of shots.  

As musicians, we will be singing in ensemble contexts with 

increasing fluency, accuracy, control and expression in 

preparation for our Young Voices concert.  


