
Key Stage Two SATs Meeting, 2022
for Parents, Carers & Guardians



To start with….



What are SATs?
●SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at 
the end of Key Stage 2.

The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be 
able to take them up to 5 school days afterwards.



Absence:

● If your child is really unwell, they should not come to school to sit the 
test.

● There is a possibility of sitting the test late – within 5 days.  School 
has to apply for a timetable variation, which involves confirming that 
the child has not spoken to other children about the content of the 
tests.



●The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions.
●Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments 
are handed out until they are collected at the end of the test.
●After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally.
●The results are then sent to schools in July.
○Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes
○Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes
○Reading – 60 minutes
○Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
○Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
○Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There 

is no Year 6 SATs writing test.
There are no science assessments this year.  

When and how SATs are completed:



Specific Arrangements:

Some children with additional needs (who have similar support as part of 
day-to-day learning in school) may be allotted specific arrangements, including:
●Additional (extra) time;
●Tests being opened early to be modified;
●An adult to scribe (write) for them;
●Using word processors independently;
●An adult to read for them (including a translator);
●The use of prompts or rest breaks;
●Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests.

Pupils with an ‘Education Healthcare Plan’ are automatically allowed up to 25% 
additional time (except for the spelling paper, which is not strictly timed).



SATs Results
Tests are marked externally by DfE trained markers.  Tests will be given the 
following scores:
●A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
●A scaled score (a scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting 
the National Standard, ranging from 80 to 120, with 110 and above being 
classed as a ‘higher score’.;
●A judgement on if the National Standard has been met.
External markers convert the raw score to a scaled score. Even though the 
tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions are be 
different, meaning the difficulty of the tests may vary. 

Scaled scores ensure an accurate comparison of performance over time.



Monday 9th May 2022
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Papers 1 and 2.

Paper 1

- 45 minutes
- Questions on all three elements: 

spelling, punctuation and grammar
- Focussed on grammatical terms and 

word classes, phrases and clauses, 
verb forms, tense and consistency, 
punctuation, vocabulary and Standard 
English and formality. 

- Does not require formal, longer answers 
(a mixture of circling, drawing lines, 
one-word answers etc)

Paper 2

- Focussed solely on spelling
- No set time: script for 

administrator to read
- 20 sentences with missing 

spelling words including 
spelling rules and patterns 
taught across key stage 2

E.g. The word is creature. The 
dragon is an imaginary creature. 
The word is creature. 



Tuesday 10th May 2022 - Reading Paper
- One paper of 60 minutes.
- The paper includes three texts, accompanied by three sets of questions in the 

answer book.
- The texts could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry.
- It is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate 

reading material meets the national standard. 
The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains):
●Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
●Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
●Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
●Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
●Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
●Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole;
●Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
●Make comparisons within the text. 



Reading questions require a range of answer styles:

-Multiple choice questions
-One-word answers
-Short answer questions
-Multiple mark (long answer) 
questions
Questions require children to use 
evidence from the text, including 
direct quotes.
Being concise is important to avoid 
ambiguity - we encourage bullet 
points and structured answers with 
points, evidence and explanation 
where appropriate



Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th May - Maths

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

●Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes, 40 mark total) – Wednesday 11th May

●Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes, 35 mark total) – Wednesday 11th May

●Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes, 35 mark total) – Thursday 12th May
The arithmetic paper is calculations only and covers the following:

- The four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division)
- The order of operations (BIDMAS)
- Percentages of amounts
- Calculating with decimals and fractions.  



Example arithmetic questions:



Papers 2 and 3 are reasoning based.
They require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 
well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning.  They 
cover a wide range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 - from years 3 - 6) 
including the following:
●Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
●The four operations;
●Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
●Statistics;
●Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
●Algebra;
●Ratio and proportion;
●Fractions, decimals and percentages.
 Questions can be worth one mark, 2 or 3 and pupils can gain marks without 
gaining the final answer, if they show an appropriate method or understanding.





Teacher Assessment for Writing
Writing is the only subject for which pupils are given a ‘teacher 
assessment’ only.  

•Pupils are awarded either ‘working towards the expected 
standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ or ‘working at 
greater depth’
•These judgements draw together everything the teacher knows 
about a child, including observations, marked work and school 
assessments.
•Throughout the year, writing judgements are moderated both 
within and outside school.  About 25% of schools are externally 
moderated throughout May and June.  



Teacher Assessment - Writing



Teacher Assessment - Writing



Teacher Assessment - Writing



What can you do to help at home?
Reading:

- Encourage them to read 
regularly and enjoy a wide 
range of text types.

- Discuss what they have 
read, including working out 
the meaning of new words 
based on their context, 
retrieving information, 
inferring details and applying 
situations to their lives and 
understanding of the world.  

Maths:

- Support children in 
completing their 
homework

- Use the CGP books 
to help with concepts 
they are struggling 
with

- Times Tables 
rehearsal (TTRS) 
and arithmetic, 
focussed on the four 
operations.

SPAG and Writing
- Support and encourage 

pupils to complete their 
weekly SPAG and spelling 
homework

- Focus on spelling patterns
- Refer to the year 3 and 4, 

and 5 and 6 statutory 
spelling lists.

- Practise spelling rules 
(Spelling Shed and 
SpellingFrame websites are 
great!)

- Encourage pupils to write 
for pleasure: stories, 
leaflets, comics etc



Tips for Supporting and Preparing:
● Reassure your child that you are proud of their hard work and effort, and that 

however they achieve, you will recognise that they are fantastic!
● If they would like to, talk about the assessments and how the week will look to 

reduce any anxieties - give them the opportunity to ask questions or discuss how 
they are feeling with trusted adults, including yourselves and teachers.  Assure them 
that a small amount of nerves are normal and not harmful.  

● Take time to go outside, spend time together and consider reducing screen time to 
give their mind a break.

● Make sure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.
● Plan something nice for the weekends before and after; this may help them relax 

beforehand and give them something to look forward to afterwards.  
● Remind them that SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career and 

that when they are done, the excitement and opportunities of the rest of the year can 
be enjoyed, knowing how hard they have worked and that they tried their best.  



Advice from us for your children:

● We are very proud of you already, and will continue to be, regardless of your 
scores.  
● The adults you work with all want you to do your best
● In class, listen, engage, ask and answer questions - keep talking to us
● Get plenty of sleep and eat well - this will help your brain.
● Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly mistakes.
● Don’t panic. There may be questions you think you can’t answer. Take a deep 
breath. Read it again. You can always move on and go back to it later. It’s often 
better to write something rather than nothing.
● Check, check and triple check your work.  
●  Make sure your digits are formed correctly and your answers are legible  


