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Spring 1 

Class Text 

Street Child 
  

As writers we will be writing biographies about 

influential Victorian figures.  We will analyse a 

model text to identify key features and writing 

style before researching our chosen individual’s 

early life and achievements.  We will also be 

writing workhouse-based narrative inspired by 

the events of the class text, Street Child, and 

writing formal letters.   

As readers we will be exploring the text ‘Street Child’ by Berlie 

Doherty, linked with our history topic ‘Queen Victoria to Modern 

Day’.  We will use her language and works to continue to develop 

our retrieval, inference, vocabulary, predicting and summarising 

skills.  We will also read ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes.   

As mathematicians we will first be learning about 

decimals and percentages, linking these to our 

previous learning about fractions.  We will then 

introduce the basic concepts of algebra, formulae 

and equations, converting between units of 

measure for capacity, distance and mass.  We will 

end the term by learning about area, perimeter 

and volume, including appropriate units.   

As linguists we will be receiving specialised French 

teaching from Ms Hepplestone – a visiting teacher from 

Archbishop Holgate’s Secondary school.   

As historians, we will be learning about the 

Victorian era, focussing on Queen Victoria, the 

industrial revolution, inventions and the railways.  

We will also be learning about the life of children 

during this time, including workhouses, and the 

work of the Salvation Army and Barnardo’s.    

As musicians we will be focussing on ‘singing and 

listening’ to songs with syncopated rhythms from the 

musical Oliver Twist.   

As engineers we will be creating and programming a 

fairground ride, using what we have learned in DT and 

Computing. 

As programmers we will be exploring the use of 

variables in our programming. We’ll be 

programming using the BBC Microbits and 

incorporating sensors, creating algorithms and 

debugging using these. 

Links to school values: 
Respect – We will continue to respect others and ourselves, focusing on self-

development through our work in PSHE, RE and art, respecting creative choices. 

Opportunity – Children will have the opportunity to take part in ‘Victorian Day’ 

Ambition – Being ambitious with our target setting for learning mentoring. 

Resilience – We will be resilient with our DT fairground projects and programming 

work, understanding that we learn the most from our mistakes and build on that to 

be successful. 

Half Term Information: 

 PE – Wednesdays (handball) and Fridays (tennis)  A 
polite reminder: please ensure that both indoor and 
outdoor PE kits are in school. Please ensure that ALL 
items are clearly labelled with names.  

 Reading and recording in planners is expected four 
times a week.  Please check and sign planners - key 
dates and events will be written in these by children.   

 

As thinkers we will be learning about what matters most to 

Christians and Humanists.  We will learn about Christian and 

Humanist values, what these religions think is ‘good’ and their codes 

for living.   

As sports enthusiasts we will be having great fun by 

learning a new sport for many of us – Handball! We’ll 

also be developing our skills in tennis during our 

curriculum enrichment with our resident tennis 

Champion, Miss Le Pla! 

EXPERIENCES 
 

Victorian Day 
 

 

As artists we will be exploring portraits through the 

work of Neil Shigley and Yung Jake, who use a range of 

techniques to create fantastic artwork. 

In PSHE we will be learning how to keep ourselves safe. 

We will recognise that there are positive and negative 

risks and demonstrate strategies to deal with both face-

to-face and online bullying. 


