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Dear Parents and Carers 

  

Welcome to the new school year 

 

I hope all families have had a safe and restful summer break and that your children are looking forward to being back at 

school. To those parents and carers whose children are just joining a Pathfinder school, I would like to wish you a warm 

welcome to the trust and hope that your child has a really successful start to their school journey. 

 

I would like to thank all families for your understanding and support throughout the last 18 months. Staff in our schools have 

faced many challenges balancing our stringent COVID-19 measures alongside continuing to deliver the best education 

possible to all students. This has been all the more manageable having the support of parents and carers, particularly when 

we have seen cases in our schools. 

 

In line with government guidance, we will continue to have a range of preventative measures in place in our schools from 

September. These include: 

 

• Ensuring anyone with COVID-19 symptoms does not attend school and is advised to have a PCR test. 

• Maintaining good standards of hand hygiene. Including washing hands with soap and water when arriving at 

school, followed by regular handwashing or sanitising throughout the day. 

• Promoting good respiratory hygiene by catching coughs and sneezes in a tissue and disposing of it in a lidded bin. 

• Routine cleaning of high contact points. 

• Ensuring classrooms and offices remain well ventilated by keeping doors and windows open wherever possible. 

This will be supported with CO2 monitors later in the term. 

• Encouraging members of staff and eligible children to get vaccinated. 

• Twice weekly testing for members of staff and secondary school students. 

 

Schools are no longer responsible for contact tracing in the event of a positive case, therefore students will only need to 

isolate if they are advised to do so by NHS Test and Trace. There is no requirement for children under the age of 18 to  

self-isolate or those who have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

Copies of all school risk assessments are available on the Pathfinder website at the link below. These will be reviewed 

every two weeks to ensure we continue to have appropriate preventative measures in place. We also have a contingency 

framework in place should the number of cases rise. This may include the reintroduction of face coverings in some settings; 

2 metre social distancing for members of staff and increased testing.  

 

The school risk assessments can be found here: https://pathfinder.academy/coronavirus-covid-19-information-and-advice/  

 

I would like to finish by wishing all students a successful and productive school year ahead. If you have any questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact your child’s school in the usual way or email us at info@pmat.academy. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Daly     

Chief Executive Officer 

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust 
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