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Headteacher’s Introduction
What a great and very sunny first week back it has been! We are delighted to be continuing with our ongoing drive
for school improvement in lots of ways. As part of this, next week we will be undertaking a review of our progress
so far alongside Ebor Multi Academy Trust and colleagues from other Pathfinder schools. We will have several
visitors in school on Wednesday to see our great school in action; you may see some of them at the beginning of
the day – feel free to chat with them for a few moments as you bring your children to school.
Our Year 6 children are very busy with lots of activities reflecting on their time at Hempland and preparing for the
transition to secondary school. Many of our Year 6's ordered leavers' hoodies and we are pleased to say that the
children have taken their hoodie home with them today. The children may start wearing them to school on
Monday if they wish, for the rest of the summer term. What a lovely reminder of their time at Hempland.
Mrs Innes & Mr Haynes

Cross School Collaboration
As well as the review alongside Ebor mentioned above, our staff have been busy collaborating with other schools
in Pathfinder MAT in recent weeks. The Early Years team have been working with staff from Heworth and Acomb
to develop the new curriculum offer that comes into effect from September. Mrs Boulton has been working with
Deputy and Assistant Heads in all of the other schools, learning about accountability and leadership. Subject
leaders for English, maths and computing have taken part in subject meetings to share curriculum ideas for
development. All year groups have taken part in online moderation of children’s work – using Google Classroom
technology to share examples of work and assess them to ensure consistency across schools. This is a really
powerful example of collaborative working across Pathfinder which will continue in the coming weeks and into the
next school year.

Learning overviews
The final overviews of the school year have been added to the school website and can be seen on this page:
https://hemplandprimary.co.uk/curriculum/curriculum-information/

Sun hats/cream
With the sunny weather, please remember to send your children with a sun hat to wear
outside and apply suncream before they leave for school each day.

Staffing Update
We will be holding interviews next week for Miss Wilkinson and Miss Pope’s maternity covers. We will then be
able to share news of the appointments and further information on the classes and teachers for September.
Mrs Smith will be retiring in the summer after working at Hempland for 21 years. Mrs Smith has worked as a
Teaching Assistant and has supported many children and families throughout her time at Hempland. We will really
miss Mrs Smith but we are sure she will enjoy every bit of her retirement!
Mrs Fenwick has secured a permanent part time teaching position in Year 1 at Tang Hall Primary and so will be
leaving Hempland at the end of the year. Mrs Gaskell will also be leaving at the end of the year and will be working
as a Teaching Assistant at the Satellite provision at Millthorpe Secondary School. We will of course be sorry to see
both leave but wish them every success in their new roles

Reminder: Parent Pay
School Lunch Bookings - THURSDAY EVENING DEADLINE or Friday before 1pm to contact the office
A reminder that school dinners must be pre-ordered for the following week by Thursday evening for parents to
access the menu and book from home. If you miss this deadline or have any problems you will need to contact the
office before 1pm Friday. If you haven’t ordered a meal, we will contact you to provide a pack up if your child has
no lunch with them. If you are in receipt of free school meals (Pupil Premium), you still need to select meals for
your child although there will be no charge. For children in Early Years and Key Stage One, meals still need to be
ordered but there will be no payment needed.

FRIENDS of Hempland
Please find a Friends of Hempland newsletter which includes information on all of the great work that they do for
our school. There is information on past events and a new initiative for this year, a Pre-loved uniform shop which
we are very excited about. The Friends are always looking for new members so if you feel that you could offer your
help, please make contact using the email address friendsofhempland@gmail.com

Highlights from our first week
EYs Our Early Years children have really enjoyed starting their Minibeast topic down in Forest School. The children
searched for lots of different minibeasts and then sorted them into different groups; by colour, size, number of
legs. They had a brilliant time!
Year 1 have loved their introduction to our new 'Zoom to the Moon' topic. They have been exploring what space
might be like through their descriptive writing and have made some super split pin astronauts. The children are
enjoying exploring their new Space Station role play areas too!
Year 2 have had great fun in PE out on our school field. The children have started preparing for our Sport's Day by
practicing for the 100m race and having a go at slightly longer distance races. They have also started cricket this
term and all had a first go at batting and fielding!
Year 3 have started their athletics training and showed what fantastic runners they are. They launched their
stamina challenge and are trying to beat their score each week as they run a course on the field. They found out
that it's very important to pace themselves when we're running for a long time!
Year 4 we have enjoyed getting to know the fascinating characters from the Tales of King Arthur and they can't
wait to read more about them in their new class text. They have also loved playing games in PE using the tag rugby
equipment where they worked really hard on their defending skills. We have some future sports stars in our midst
in Year 4, that's for sure!
Year 5 have started off their new topic with a bang by immersing themselves in all things Earth and Space,
including their fantastic new text 'Hidden Figures' and even being able to observe the partial solar eclipse on
Thursday. They made pinhole cameras in order to observe the changing shape of the sun's light and could even
see it behind the clouds. The children were very excited as it demonstrated exactly what they are learning about!
Year 6 have made a great start to their final half term at Hempland! They have been enjoying the first few
chapters of their new novel 'Letters from the Lighthouse' and have created missing posters for one of the
characters who has mysteriously disappeared! In science, they have been enjoying learning about the circulatory
system and the function of the heart as well as considering how to keep our hearts healthy.

Walk to School Week - 14th June - 18th June
Next week is York's Walk to School Week so it would be great to see as many of you walking, cycling and scooting
the majority of your way to school as possible. It's a great way to start the day out in the fresh air and also does
wonders for the environment. There are lots of fun activities you may like to do on your way to or from school in
this booklet https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/5451/family-resource-booklet_final.pdf produced by Living
Streets. We can't wait to see lots of you arriving at school on foot, bikes or scooters next week!

Getting to School Safely - Walking, cycling and scooting on Hempland Lane
We have held meetings with local councillors regarding road safety on Hempland Lane and are aware this is an
issue many of you feel strongly about too. Hempland parents, carers and children travelling to school on foot,
cycling and scooting have told the Heworth councillors they are worried about road safety on Hempland Lane and
so working with the Hempland School community, the councillor's would like to know more about the problems
you face and your ideas for solutions. The councillors and school staff will be carrying out a survey at school pick
up time on Tuesday 22nd June by the back gate – look for the tables set up and give them your ideas. Everyone is
welcome.

Summer Reading Challenge - Explore York Libraries
Explore York Libraries and Archives and The Reading Agency have
teamed up with WWF to keep children reading over the summer,
while challenging them to help save the planet. By taking part in the
Challenge for free in Explore Libraries or online, children will be able
to join six fictional characters - 'wild heroes' - and help solve some of
the threats to our natural world and restore nature levels in the
neighbourhood of 'Wilderville'.
The challenge launches in libraries on Saturday 17th July 21 and runs
until Saturday 11th September 21. Children who prefer to take part in
the online challenge will find it at www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
As well as the challenge they will be running some children’s activities in libraries and parks as well as online
activities. Information will be available on their website www.exploreyork.org.uk. Leaflets giving details of the
activities will be available from 1st July with booking starting on 5th July online or in your local library.
They will be presenting the School’s cup to the school that has the largest percentage of children completing
the challenge to the number of children in the school.

