Early Years at
Your guide to
starting school
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Opportunity
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Welcome to
We are delighted that you have chosen
Hempland and look forward to getting to
know you and your child over the next few
years. (It will go very quickly).
Over the coming weeks, you and your
child will have opportunities to attend our
pre-school sessions. During this time your
child will meet teachers and other staff in
school. They will participate in activities
that will help them feel happy and secure,
work with other children, make new
friends and familiarise themselves with
their new classroom.
There will be opportunity, after the longer
pre-school sessions for your child to stay
at school for lunch, providing a great
introduction to our lunch times.
Children begin school knowing different
things and with different skills. Whatever
experiences your child has, we will work
with them to ensure that their time at
Hempland is happy and prosperous.

Meet
our
staff

Mr Haynes
Interim Executive
Headteacher

These are some useful practical skills
which help children get off to a great start:
 Dressing, undressing and folding
their clothes.
 Fastening zips, buttons and
poppers.
 Taking off their coat, hanging it up
and putting it on again.
 Taking shoes off and putting
plimsolls on (Velcro - what a
fabulous invention!)
 Going to the toilet independently
and washing hands afterwards.
 Using a knife, fork and spoon.
 Unfastening pack-up boxes and
drinks.
A main aim of all of these aspects is to
encourage independence and give
children confidence, especially in the
early stages.

Mrs Innes
Head of School

Mrs Boulton
Assistant Headteacher

“

Our daughter is having a wonderful time in Early
Years. All the staff are so kind and experienced.
Every bit of learning is fun, relaxed and exciting.
Starting school - the big day!
School starts at 8.45am with classroom
doors opening at 8.40 and finishes at
3.05pm. Lunch time is from 111.45 m to
12.45pm. All children have a named peg
for their coats and PE kits and each class
has a dedicated space for lunch boxes.
Water bottles are kept in the classroom in
order for children to access them. For the
first few weeks of school parents are very
welcome to come into the classroom and
help their child settle if they so wish.
Each morning there is a system of selfregistration and various activities are
available for your child so that they can
make a busy start to the school day.
Communication
When your child begins school we will
communicate with you in lots of ways…
 Tapestry
 Wispepay
 School Website
 Regular Newsletters
and of course that important ongoing
communication at the start or end of the
school day. Mrs Kirkpatrick and her office
team are always available to help with any
general school enquiries.

Mrs Hearld
Reception Phase Leader
and Teacher

Miss Scott
Reception Teacher

”

Wrap-around
care
Modern families lead busy lives, and
depending on our circumstances, many
of us are not always able to drop off our
children at the start of the school day or
collect them when school finishes.
For those families who wish to access
extended care facilities, at Hempland, we
offer a breakfast club every morning from
7.45am in school. Children have the
opportunity to enjoy a tasty breakfast
before taking part in a number of activities
before the school day begins. In addition,
we have external providers who collect
children from school and provide an after
school club facility. The clubs
are well organised and fun
and competitive rates are
offered to all our pupils.
An out of school holiday
club is also available
through this external
provider. Please contact
us for more information.

Forest School
At Hempland we are very fortunate to
be situated in lush green grounds. We
have an established and inspirational
Forest School which offers ALL learners
regular opportunities to achieve and
develop confidence and self-esteem
through hands-on learning experiences
in a natural environment.
Our Forest School experience is a
specialised learning approach that
complements the wider context of outdoor
education. Sessions in Forest School help
children develop a love of nature, an
awareness of safety and sensible risk
taking, teamwork, independent thought
and problem solving as well as skills such
as den building, whittling and knot tying.
Children learn to appreciate the natural
world and learn to identify trees, plants
and wildlife.
Outdoor learning improves children’s
health, engages them in their learning and
leads to a greater connection with nature.
At Hempland we enjoy taking learning
outdoors into our Forest School and
through our outdoor classroom, enabling
our children to learn whilst immersed in an
exciting outdoor environment.

How to apply - admissions
Children who have their fifth birthday
between 1 September and 31 August
may join the Reception class in the
September of that year, although they
are not legally required to start school
until the term after their fifth birthday.

You can find the current version of our
admissions policy on our website:
www.hemplandprimary.co.uk or
please contact the school to
receive a printed copy.

“

Our son loves his time at school. The team are
visibly dedicated to enabling the children to
learn whilst making it fun at the same time.

Readiness for school
What your child may be able to do
when starting school:


Play well with their friends in a group,
sort small disagreements without
needing an adult e.g. who has the red
train.

”

You can get your child ready for school
by helping them to:


Sit and listen for a short time.



Enjoy being with other children.



Understand the word ‘no’ and the
boundaries it sets for behaviour.



Say what they are good at and what
they need help with.





Solve problems by talking rather than
getting upset e.g. when someone has
taken their toy.

Understand the word ‘stop’ and that it
might be used to keep them safe.



Use the toilet by themselves.



Can listen and do something at the
same time.

Recognise their own name (spoken
and written).



Speak to an adult to ask for help.



Understand jokes and humour.





Understand instructions with two parts
e.g. take this bowl to daddy and ask
him for two eggs.

Be able to take off their coat and put
on shoes.



Talk in sentences.



Open and enjoy a book.





Introduce a story into their play.



Jump off something and land safely.



Play running and chasing games with
other children without bumping into
anything.



Can roll, throw, catch and kick a ball.



Use one hand more than the other
for doing things e.g. when drawing,
writing or picking things up.



Hold a pencil and can write some
letters e.g. b or f.



Usually clean and dry during the day.



Use some tools safely without an adult
e.g. scissors.

Hempland Handy Hints
Every day children need to have a:
Water bottle

Named and filled with water, to be kept in the classroom.

Book bag

Containing Reading Book Reading record, and Communication is
the Key book.

PE kit

White t-shirt, blue shorts, dark blue sweatshirt and black plimsolls in
a drawstring bag
(all named please).

We provide:
Milk

Everyday, and a great source of protein and calcium. Milk is free of
charge for the under 5’s - please complete the enclosed leaflet or
register online with Cool Milk.

Fruit

1 of your 5 a day which we have available daily in our self-service
café. If you wish to provide your own, please could this be named
and placed in the fruit basket in the classroom.

Lunchtime

Your child has a daily choice of packed lunch or school meal. Menus
are available from the school office and can also be viewed on our
website. School meals are free of charge to all Early Years and Key
Stage 1 children.

Extra clothing
Your child will need:
 a named sun hat in warm weather.
 a pair of named wellies, warm socks
and if possible waterproof trousers to
stay in school .

Friends of
Hempland
The Friends of Hempland Primary
School was established in 2002 to help
develop links between the school,
pupils, parents, staff and the local
community. The main aim of the
Friends is to raise funds for the school,
and as a registered charity, also raise
money for local and international
charities. All pupils, parents and staff
are automatically Friends of Hempland.
Please visit our website for more
information and how to get involved.

How we learn in Early Years

ENGAGEMENT

The adults in Early Years are highly skilled
practitioners who have a deep understanding of child development and how
children learn best. We interact with
children when they are at their most
receptive - when engaged in their chosen
play! We teach in a way which is
completely tailored to the needs of the
child; modelling language, asking key
questions, making suggestions to add
challenge and interest and enjoying the
experience of playing together. We also
have daily teaching inputs in areas such
as phonics and maths where we introduce
new skills .

Characteristics of Effective Learning

MOTIVATION

Our learning environment provides
multiple possibilities for challenge,
creativity and investigation in each area of
provision. We are passionate about quality
outdoor learning and children have access
to our outdoor area throughout the day
as well as weekly Forest School sessions
which are always extremely popular!

Collaboration between home and school is
essential in making your child's first year a
successful one - after all you have been
their teacher for the past 4 years and that
doesn't end now! We use an online
journey called Tapestry to share photos
and observations of your child's learning
experiences at school and we really value
the photos and comments you too can
share from home. Together we help your
child to settle and thrive at school, make
friendships, develop independence, learn
to read and write and so much more!

THINKING

We know that children learn best if they
feel safe, valued and special. For us each
child in our care is unique; we want them
to have the confidence and independence
to follow their own fascinations and learn
in a way which allows them to become
totally absorbed in their purposeful play.
We know from countless child
development studies that children need
sustained periods of time to explore and
develop their ideas fully and that is why
we have long uninterrupted periods of
purposeful play both in the morning and
afternoon, along with carefully planned
adult directed tasks.

Playing and exploring
 Finding out and exploring
 Playing with what they know
 Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active learning
 Being involved and
concentrating
 Keep trying
 Enjoying achieving what they
set out to do
Creating and thinking critically
 Having their own ideas
 Making links
 Choosing ways to do things

“

I’m amazed at how quickly my daughter has learnt to
read and write. She thoroughly enjoys school and it’s
brilliant to hear all the wonderful things she does.

Visiting the school

”

It is always lovely to welcome visitors into
our school. welcome visitors to school.
Unfortunately there is no visitor parking
on site.

Useful contact numbers
Main school number: 01904 555495
Breakfast Club:
07845 908965
Hempland Kids Club: 01904 415946

Visit us
If you would like to visit the school
please call 01904 555495 or email
office@hempland.pmat.academy
to arrange an appointment.

Hempland
Primary
School

Hempland Primary School
Whitby Avenue, Stockton Lane,
York YO31 1ET
T: 01904 555495
E: office@hempland.pmat.academy
W: www.hemplandprimary.co.uk
Hempland Primary School is part of Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust, an exempt charity registered in England and Wales.
Company Number: 07559610. Registered Office: Archbishop Holgate’s School, Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA.

