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Headteacher’s Introduction
With the first full week now done, children have settled really well into new routines and systems in their new
classes and year groups. It’s great to see them back in school enjoying learning once more – this is where they
need to be and we are really delighted to have them in school. Thank you for all of your support in making this
work too.
You will see details below of our first charity event of the year – a virtual MacMillan coffee morning. We hope
you can support this worthwhile cause in your own way. We don’t want to miss out on these important events
because of the restrictions and are pleased to have found a way to do it whilst still focussing on keeping everyone
safe.
Risk Assessment
We will continue to review all aspects through our risk assessment as we go through the coming weeks. Here are
some key reminders:





We would like to remind all adults coming to school that 2m distancing should be maintained between
adults at all times. This includes in communal areas such as the bike sheds.
Once you have collected your child, please can you exit the school site quickly. Please do not stay and play
on the school grounds. Again, this is to help keep everyone safe and not disturb the learning that is still
taking place in classrooms.
Only one adult should come onto the school site to drop off and pick up children. This will ensure we keep
the adults on the school site to a minimum.

Illness and Absence
We realise that there are a number of colds and sniffles going round the children and it is a difficult time knowing
what to do about this. There is a helpful flowchart below that should help you when making a decision about if
your child should attend school.
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Nut Free School
A reminder that we are a nut free school. This is in order to protect both the children and the staff with severe
allergies to all kinds of nuts. The following items should not be brought into school.
●
●
●
●
●

Packs of nuts
Peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches
Any Nutella product
Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts
Sesame seed rolls

Contacting Staff
Classes in school are organised into phases, with phase leaders taking the lead in each. These phase leaders are:
●
●
●
●

Reception - Mrs Hearld
Years One and Two – Mrs Innes
Years Three and Four – Mrs Boulton & Mr Dyer
Years Five and Six – Mrs Hutchinson

These leaders can again be contacted via the school office. If you have an issue to discuss about your child, the
first point of contact should always be the class teacher. If it is a more serious issue or one which can’t be easily
resolved, the class teacher will work with the phase leader in the first instance.
MacMillan Coffee Morning
We don’t want to let Covid stop us from holding charity events in school as they are an important part of teaching
children skills of empathy, understanding and kindness to others. This year we would like to hold a virtual coffee
morning for MacMillan Cancer Support. To do this, we want to invite you to bake something at home with your
children and send us photos of your cakes, biscuits, puddings etc for a display in school. You will also be able to
donate online – we will send out details of how to do this as soon as the donation page is set up.
The date for our coffee morning will be next Friday, 25th September but of course you can do your baking at any
time and send us your photos to office@hempland.pmat.academy or tweet us @hemplandprimary
Lunch Menu
The menu has been updated and can be seen on the school website here.
After School Club
Should you wish to book a place you can email the school office or the club directly on
oosc@hempland.pmat.academy. There is still some availability for places which can be booked for either 5pm or
6pm.
Bring Your Bike to School Week
Monday 28th September is Bring Your Bike to School Week. We would encourage children and parents to cycle to
school and support sustainable travel methods.

Hempland Primary News
RESPECT • OPPORTUNITY • AMBITION • RESILIENCE
Diary Dates
Below is a list of diary dates for the autumn term. This is also available separately on the website in the
Headteacher Updates section. Because of the restrictions in place, there are of course many fewer things on the
dates than there would normally be. We are still trying to find ways to run things like the nativities and will let
you know in due course how we can do this.

Non-Uniform Days
For Children in Need non-uniform day we won’t have a theme this year to make things easier for parents – just
non-uniform, so children can choose what they wear as we know the pressure it can put on you to get special
costumes/themed clothes for a one off event.
Equally, for ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ if you don’t have one, it doesn’t matter – any jumper will do. Again we realise
not everyone wants to buy a special jumper for a one-off event and we don’t expect you to.
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Welcome Meetings
Our Year Group Welcome presentations can now be found on the school website in the updates section.
These contain lots of important information that we hope you will find really useful. If you have any questions,
please contact your child’s class teacher via the school office.
Photographs
This year we will be working with Adventure Photography, based in Tadcaster, to take the children’s individual
photographs on Monday 12th October. I have worked with them for many years at Acomb Primary and we are
confident in their procedures and risk assessment to fit with our Covid guidelines. The photographers will remain
more than 2m from all staff and pupils at all times and the workspaces will be cleaned in between classes. The
children will stand for their individual photos. Proofs will be sent to school a few days later and distributed to
parents after that. Orders will be online only, with free postage to school available – items delivered will be
quarantined on arrival at school and sent out after that.
We will not be able to offer pre-school sibling photos this year, but can do in-school siblings should you want this.
We will do these after all individual photos have been taken and the seat used for this cleaned by school staff in
between each use.
If you would like a sibling photograph taking, please email the school at office@hempland.pmat.academy with
the names and classes of your children. Please do this by next Friday, 25th September as we need to let the
photographers have the numbers.
School Garden
Over the last few weeks Mr Neil Ogley has made new raised beds to replace the rotten ones, giving the school
garden quite a transformation. We'd like to thank him for all his hard work
Today some year 3 and 4 children helped harvest the apples from our orchard, then bagged them up ready for
families to collect on the way home.
Before

After
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