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Headteacher’s Introduction
I am keeping a close eye on the government’s announcements, as I am sure you are too, whilst at the same
time trying not to focus too much on the speculation in the press. We don’t know any more than anyone else
at this stage, but rest assured that we will pass on any updates as soon as we can. I talk with school staff and
other MAT leaders on a daily basis and as soon as it is practical to give you any news, we will do so.
Of course we are all expecting an update from the Prime Minister on Sunday. As a result of this, I will be
sending out more frequent communication next week based on whatever is announced this weekend.
I wanted to also give you another reminder of the message I gave out last week – I know that you are all trying
your best and that it isn’t easy managing your children being at home all the time whilst trying to work too.
Remember that we are setting tasks in the home learning packs to help you and your children but it’s ok to take
time out and if you don’t complete it all some days then you shouldn’t worry or feel guilty. If you are struggling
with any aspect of this, or have any questions, please contact your child’s class teacher or the school office via
email on please get in touch via office@hempland.pmat.academy
Lee Haynes
Headteacher

Support for families
As this crisis continues, we are very aware that there are many families who may be struggling for different
reasons. This can be financially, emotionally, practically or for many other reasons.
If you are in need of support, please remember you can get in touch with us at any time, we may be able to
help. There is support available via City of York Council via their website https://www.york.gov.uk/coronavirus,
including an easy way to check eligibility for free school meals here https://www.york.gov.uk/free-schoolmeals/apply-free-school-meals/1
Citizens Advice York have been in touch to remind us that they are still available for telephone support and
advice. Please see the poster at the end of this newsletter for more details.
The NHS Trust are also promoting a range of online classes and resources geared towards a range of mental
health problems from mild (e.g. anxiety, stress, sleep problems) to more severe and enduring mental illness
(e.g. psychosis) and across a range of ages. The recovery college has developed some resources specifically for
coping with the pandemic and it has divided this into categories for children (under 7), young people (8-18) and
adults. It's accessible to the public, not just those working in the NHS or accessing mental health services.
The website address is https://www.recoverycollegeonline.co.uk/your-mental-health/coronavirus/

IMPORTANT
How to book a school place
Restrictions have not been changed at this time. You may still only book a place at school if you are essential
workers and have no alternative. To do this, you should either:
 Call the school on 01904 555495
 Email office@hempland.pmat.academy
Where possible if you can give us the details of what you need by 4pm of the Wednesday before this will help
with planning for staffing levels.
If you are working from home, remember that you should keep your children with you there. Thank you for
your support.
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Some ideas for you to try out at home
As well as the home learning packs, here are some additional ideas for things to do at home. There is no
requirement to take part in these activities, they are here to support you if you wish.

North Yorkshire School Games Virtual Competitions
https://www.northyorkshiresport.co.uk/virtual
Since we are unable to attend the competitions that the school games usually give us the opportunity to
participate in, they have set up some virtual competitions on the North Yorkshire Sport website. They cover a
range of sports and activities and the rules differ for each age group.

Ideas to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day from York Army Museum
Specially commissioned artworks, a three-day virtual festival and a mass participation Lindy Hop dance are
among the projects planned by the museum and heritage sector for the 75th anniversary of VE day on Friday
8 May.
We have gathered together some of the key VE day commemoration activities planned by the museum and
heritage sector for VE Day 75, plus a note on things happening locally, and the National Events. Hopefully
there’ll be something to interest everyone.
Imperial War Museums
Imperial War Museums (IWM) is encouraging people to make time on the day to listen to a four-minute
“soundscape” which incorporates first-hand accounts of the day from the institution’s sound archive. The
recording, which will be released on the museum’s website, features an army nurse who served in Egypt, a
Jamaican aircraftsman, a concentration camp survivor and wartime prime minister Winston Churchill.
http://www.iwm.org..uk/history/voices-of-war/ve-day (please note, this page will not go live until the morning
of 8 May)
IWM have also specially commissioned artworks to commemorate the occasion, these will be available online
from 8 May.

English Heritage
English Heritage is calling for people to dance the Lindy Hop, which originated in New York and became a
popular wartime craze because of travelling soldiers, in their homes to mark the occasion.
Nancy Hitzig, English Heritage’s Dance for VE Day creative director, will teach an online Lindy Hop tutorial via
Facebook on Friday 8 May at noon and then at 5pm the organisation will lead a mass participation Lindy Hop
with a dance troupe and swing band. https://www.facebook.com/events/612541332663931/
People are invited to join in and share their videos and selfies of their dancing around the country.
In addition English Heritage has created a VE Day Spotify playlist and a pack to support activities at home such
as dance steps, song lyrics and recipes, including how to make ginger beer, lemonade, and carrot scones. There
will also be a second world war inspired make-up tutorial via Facebook at 2pm on Friday 8 May
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-me/ve-day/
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Bletchley Park
The former code-breaking centre Bletchley Park is also providing a free download pack with tips for home
celebrations and instructions for creating bunting. The museum plans to gather and display this crowd-sourced
bunting at its site once it reopens to the public.
https://bletchleypark.org.uk/cms/2020/04/ve-day-activity-pack-3.pdf
The National Army Museum
The National Army Museum, National Museum of the Royal Navy, and Royal Air Force Museum are jointly
planning a three-day online festival from 7-9 May. VE Day 75 will include a debate between historians, a 1940s
swing class followed by a sing-along concert, and an immersive walk-through of the world war two submarine
HMS Alliance. See further details for the full programme further details
Interview with author Michael Morpurgo – Friday 8 May 3pm
Michael Morpurgo with Clare Mulley
Join Michael Morpurgo, award-winning author of War Horse, as he talks to Clare Mulley about his bestselling
World War II books for children. To commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day he will reveal what inspired
stories such as Flamingo Boy, In the Mouth of the Wolf, An Eagle in the Snow and Waiting for Anya, which is
released as a film this spring. Clare is the author of The Spy Who Loved, about the woman who saved Michael’s
uncle’s life during WWII. Suitable for ages 7+
This interview is part of the Big Book Weekend a three-day virtual book festival that brings together the best of
the cancelled British literary festivals, with a range of events 'presented' by the relevant festival, featuring the
authors and other artists that would have appeared. The Big Book Weekend is supported by the BBC and Arts
Council England – a full programme can be found
https://bigbookweekend.com/programme
York Army Museum
York Army Museum is releasing a new series of recordings from their audio archive, Military Histories, hear oral
history interviews with veterans of the second world war who recall their experiences. The first of these
interviews will be released on Friday 8 May. Listen to General Sir Robert Ford talk about training for D-Day and
the perils of amphibious tanks, and his service beyond the end of the war.
https://yorkarmymuseum.podbean.com/

Yorkshire Film Archive
View archival footage of the euphoric celebrations that took place with this short film from the Yorkshire Film
Archive showing celebrations in Yorkshire and the North East
http://www.yorkshirefilmarchive.com/news/they-sang-and-danced-all-night
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BBC Radio York
BBC Radio York are holding a Stay at Home Cake & a Cuppa for VE Day, 10am-12noon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p086t7tq

National Events
The official VE day government website also has lots of brilliant ideas on how to celebrate at home including a
VE Day toolkit complete with a flapjack recipe from Bake Off’s Prue Leith.
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/



2-minute silence at 11am
The nation will observe a two-minute silence in remembrance.



The Nation’s Toast at 3pm

The Nation’s Toast was intended to be held in pubs up and down the
country – now we hope you
will raise a glass in celebration of VE Day
from the comfort of your own home.



Queen’s Speech then doorstep singalong to We’ll Meet Again 9pm
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What’s been happening in school this week?
It's been another busy week in school! After spending our mornings working through our home learning packs,
we've been busy baking treats, making VE Day decorations, practising our coding skills with Lego and finishing
the week with a VE Day sporting event.

Covid-19 Lockdown

We’re still here to help
While lockdown continues, Citizens Advice York can’t offer a face to face
service but our trained advisers can still help via telephone on a wide range
of issues including:

Benefits
Employment Issues
Debt
Housing
Relationship Breakdown
Immigration

Call us on 03444 111 444
Lines open Monday – Friday 10.00 – 4.00 pm
Please note numbers may be very busy at times
Citizens Advice York Registered Charity No 1133516

