
 
 
February 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
We are constantly working to improve the safety of our school site and ensure that our children are 
safe during their time at school.  Below is an update on current school projects to improve the 
safety of our school site. 
 
Electric Gates 
The electric gates, which were fitted last summer, have really helped to improve the safety of 
children during the daily pick up and drop off times. However, there have been a number of 
incidents involving people tripping and falling over the stands for the gates.  We have already 
added reflective tape to the gates and stands but in order to prevent further incidents we have 
taken the decision to add railings to the footpath to prevent children and parents accidently 
stepping onto the school drive and being injured. These railings will be fitted during the half term 
holiday. 
 
Lighting 
Over the past few months we have improved the lighting around the front part of school to improve 
safety for all children, visitors and staff during dark evenings.  Each of the outdoor lights have been 
replaced with energy efficient LED lights that give off a much brighter glow than the previous lights. 
 
Benches 
Unfortunately last week we had to remove a number of benches from school grounds.  This is due 
to weather damage and the risk of children being harmed.  Over the half term holiday we will be 
investigating how many of the benches can be repaired and how many will need to be replaced for 
the summer months ahead. 
 
Gates 
We have made the decision to close the back gate to the school grounds at around 3.30pm each 
day. Club providers and school staff have expressed concerns about the safety of the school site 
after school and the very limited control over who can enter the school grounds during these times. 
The gates will therefore be closed to ensure the safety of children on the school field during after 
school clubs and to help school staff to monitor who is on school premises after school.  
 
Rear track leading from Hempland Lane to the back gate 
A number of parents have raised concerns about this approach to school.  We are currently 
working with the City of York Council to find ways to improve this situation and increase safety for 
both pedestrians and cyclists.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Catherine Precious 
Headteacher 


